Art

We want our learners to become artists by engaging all their senses to explore, manipulate and create with a wide range of materials and tools. The curriculum will engage, inspire and
challenge learners, encouraging them to investigate patterns, shapes, colours and textures. Learners will have the opportunity to explore the work of famous artists and be inspired to create
their own range of 2D and 3D artwork, following the themes and styles of the movement. Using a wide range of tools, including multi-media and ICT, learners will be able to express themselves
creatively while developing their fine and gross motor skills, physical ability and own personal style. Drawing on the knowledge they have learned, learners will be able to demonstrate and
communicate their likes, dislikes and preferences for mediums and materials.

Drawing

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Stage 4

Stage 5

Stage 6

Focus: Exploring materials
and making simple early
marks.

Exploring Materials & Early
Mark Making

| can touch and explore different
things like paper, crayons, and
paint.

| can make simple marks when |
move my hands.

Using Tools & Responding to
Mark Making

| can try tools like chunky
crayons, chalk, or my fingers and
see what happens.

| can watch an adult make marks
and try to copy their movements.

Developing Preferences,
Confidence & Curiosity

| can show which colours or tools
| like by reaching for them.

| can enjoy making marks in my
own way and explore with
growing confidence.

Focus: Exploring materials to
discover marks, tools,
preferences and early
drawing behaviours

Exploring Materials & Making
Early Marks

| can explore drawing tools and
different surfaces and notice the
marks they make.

| can repeat movements and
marks that | enjoy.

Using Tools & Responding to
Mark-Making

| can explore tools like crayons,
chalks or finger paints and notice
that each one makes different
marks.

| can show excitement in my
marks and copy simple actions
an adult shows me.

Developing Preferences,
Confidence & Curiosity

| can show which colours or tools
| prefer and return to activities |
enjoy.

| can enjoy drawing as a fun,
messy activity and explore with
growing confidence.

Focus: Exploring tools,
making marks and
developing early drawing
ideas with growing
confidence

Exploring Tools, Materials &
Early Marks

| can choose a tool to draw with,
notice the marks it makes, and
try drawing on different surfaces.
| can make lines, dots, circles,
scribbles and use big movements
as well as beginning smaller,
controlled marks.

Developing Early Ideas
Through Mark-Making

| can communicate simply about
my marks, choose colours | enjoy,
and draw as part of my play to
show simple ideas.

| can add marks or details when
someone asks me about my
picture.

Building Confidence,
Curiosity & Independence

| can try again when my drawing
doesn’t look how | expected and
enjoy drawing for fun.

| can share my work proudly and
return to activities | enjoy.

Focus: Developing confident,
purposeful drawing through
exploring tools, techniques,

ideas and self-expression

Exploring Tools, Materials &
Drawing Techniques

| can choose tools that help me
show my ideas, use them with
control, and experiment with
different pressures to make
different marks.

| can use lines, shapes, patterns,
textures and early shading to
add detail and show light and
dark.

Drawing with Purpose,
Observation & Idea
Development

I can plan what | want to draw,
look carefully at shapes and
details, and draw simple scenes
with added features.

| can choose colours and tools
that match my ideas, try new
techniques or mix materials, and
improve my work as | go.

Talking About My Work,
Confidence & Independence

| can communicate about what
my drawing shows,

| can keep trying when drawing
feels tricky, enjoy experimenting,
and draw independently for
longer to express my ideas.

Focus: Developing confident,
purposeful drawing through
exploring tools, techniques,

ideas and self-expression

Exploring Tools, Materials &
Drawing Techniques

| can choose drawing tools and
use them with control to make
clear lines, shapes and textures.
| can use different kinds of lines
and begin shading to show light,
dark, pattern or texture.

Drawing with Purpose,
Observation & Idea
Development

| can plan what | want to draw
and look closely at shapes and
details to help me.

| can add features and improve
my drawing by trying new
techniques or changing things
that don’t work.

Talking About My Work,
Confidence & Independence

| can talk about my drawing,
describing the lines, shapes and
colours | used, and say what |
might change next time.

| can keep trying when something
is tricky and work independently
to share my ideas through
drawing.

Focus: Developing confident
drawing skills through exploring
techniques, materials, ideas and
purposeful mark making

Exploring Drawing Techniques &
Materials

| can use a range of lines, shapes,
textures and marks with control to
add pattern, detail and expression to
my drawings.

| can choose drawing materials
(pencils, crayons, chalk, pastels) and
surfaces that suit my purpose and
help me create different effects.

Developing Ideas & Drawing for
Purpose

| can use drawing to show my ideas,
imagination and things | observe,
adding accurate details when | look
closely.

| can draw simple portraits, objects,
places or scenes and include key
details, so others understand what
my picture shows.

Talking About My Work & Using
Art Vocabulary

| can communicate about my drawing
using art vocabulary such as portrait,
line, texture, detail, landscape and
pastels.

| can explain the materials, techniques
and choices | used, and reflect on
how | could improve my work.
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Painting
and
Colour

Focus: Exploring paint and
colour through sensory play,
mark making and early tool
use

Exploring Paint, Colour &
Tools

| can explore paint with my
hands and tools, noticing colours
and simple colour mixing.

| can try different tools and
actions like tapping, dabbing and
wiping on different surfaces.

Early Mark Making & Sensory
Exploration

| can make simple marks such as
dots, lines, smudges and
sweeping movements, repeating
the ones | enjoy.

| can explore smooth, runny or
thick paint and enjoy the sensory
feeling of messy play.

Responding, Preferences &
Early Independence

| can show excitement when |
make marks, copy simple actions
an adult shows me, and choose
colours or tools I like.

| can explore paint freely without
needing a finished picture and try
again when things look different
from what | expected.

Focus: Exploring paint and
colour to develop early mark
making, creativity and
confidence

Exploring Paint, Colour &
Early Mixing

| can explore and choose colours
| like, name some colours, and
notice what happens when
colours mix.

I can mix colours with support
and copy simple colour mixing
that an adult shows me.

Using Tools & Developing
Mark Making Skills

| can use brushes, rollers,
sponges or my fingers to make
different marks using big
movements.

| can make lines, dots, shapes,
patterns and begin to control
where my marks go.

Painting With Purpose,
Responding & Building
Confidence

| can communicate what I’'m
painting, choose colours or tools
to match my idea, and add extra
marks or details.

| can show my painting proudly,
decide if | want to add more,
keep trying when things look
different and enjoy messy
painting without worrying about
being right or wrong.

Focus: Exploring paint and
colour to develop confident
mark-making, techniques,

and expressive painting

Exploring Paint, Colour &
Early Mixing

| can choose and mix colours on
purpose, noticing how they
change when they blend.

| can begin to choose warm or
cool colours when these are
shown to me.

Using Tools, Techniques &
Mark-Making

| can use different brushes,
sponges, rollers or fingers to
make clear marks and try
brushstrokes like dabbing,
sweeping and swirling.

| can paint lines, dots, shapes,
patterns and textures, filling
spaces with colour and creating
simple backgrounds.

Painting with Purpose,
Responding & Building
Independence

| can communicate what | want
to paint, choose colours or tools
to match my idea, and add
details to make my picture
clearer.

| can communicate about my
painting, decide if | want to add
more, keep trying when things
look different and enjoy
experimenting on my own.

Focus: Exploring paint and
colour to develop confident
mark-making, techniques,

and expressive painting

Exploring Colour, Mixing &
Tools

| can name, choose and mix
colours, noticing how they
change when | blend them.

| can use warm or cool colours
and make colours lighter or
darker with support.

| can choose the right tools and
use brushes, sponges, rollers or
fingers with good control.

Developing Mark-Making &
Painting Techniques

| can make different
brushstrokes—dabs, sweeps,
dots, swirls and bold strokes—
using thick or runny paint for
different effects.

| can paint lines, shapes,
patterns, textures and
backgrounds, layering colours to
build my picture.

Painting with Purpose,
Evaluating & Building
Independence

| can plan what | want to paint,
work from observation or
imagination and add details like
features, patterns or textures.

I can talk about my painting,
explain my choices, keep trying
when it’s tricky and enjoy
experimenting with paint
independently.

Focus: Understanding colour,
tools and techniques to
express ideas through
painting

Exploring Colour & Mixing

| can name and mix primary and
secondary colours, making new
colours on purpose.

I can change colours by making
tints and shades and explore
colour strength by using water or
pressure.

Using Tools, Brushwork &
Painting Techniques

| can explore different brushes
and tools, choosing the ones that
suit my painting.

| can use brushstrokes like
dabbing, sweeping and bold
marks, creating lines, shapes,
textures and simple backgrounds.

Expressing Ideas, Evaluating
& Using Art Vocabulary

| can use paint to show my ideas,
add details, and choose colours
that match real objects or my
own imagination.

| can communicate about my
painting using art words (e.g.,
primary colours, tints, shades,
warm colours, brushstrokes) and
explain my choices.

Focus: Exploring drawing and
painting techniques to create
detailed, purposeful and
expressive artwork

Exploring and Using Colour,
Tools & Techniques

| can choose and mix colours,
including tints and shades, and use
warm or cool colours for effect.

| can use a range of drawing and
painting tools (pencils, pastels,
brushes, sponges, rollers) and create
different lines, marks, strokes and
textures.

Developing Mark-Making,
Observational Skills & Creative
Ideas

| can draw and paint lines, shapes,
patterns, textures and backgrounds,
using careful control, layering and
shading to add detail.

| can draw or paint from observation
or imagination, planning my ideas
and choosing techniques that suit
what | want to create.

Expressing Meaning, Evaluating
Work & Using Art Vocabulary

| can communicate about my artwork
using art words (e.g., portrait,
shading, texture, tints, shades, wash)
and explain my choices.

| can add or change details to
improve my drawing or painting,
notice what | like, and comment on
other people’s work with confidence.
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Sculpture

Focus: Exploring materials
through touch, movement,
tools and playful early
construction

Exploring Materials & Making
Early Marks

| can explore materials with my
hands and notice different
textures.

| can change materials by
squeezing, squashing or poking
them and make simple marks.

Using Early Tools

| can use tools like rollers,
stamps, spoons or cutters in
different ways to make shapes
and marks.

| can stack, balance and place
objects together in my play

Responding, Preferences,
Confidence & Early
Independence

| can show excitement about
what | make, copy simple
actions, and choose the materials
or tools | like.

| can explore freely, enjoy messy
play, and keep trying when
things don’t work.

Focus: Developing early
making skills, creativity and
independence through
exploring materials, tools
and simple construction.

Exploring & Using Materials
and Tools

| can explore different materials,
notice how they change, and
choose which ones | want to use.
| can shape and manipulate
materials, use simple tools safely,
and make marks, patterns or
joins.

Building & Creating

| can build and construct by
stacking, balancing and joining
objects to make simple models.

| can choose materials and tools
to match my idea, explain what |
am making and change or add to
it as | work.

Talking, Reflecting & Building
Confidence

| can communicate about my
model, show it proudly, and
decide if | want to change or add
more.

| can try again when something
falls over, enjoy exploring without
worrying about being right, and
choose my own tools and
materials.

Focus: Developing early
sculpting, construction and
creative thinking skills
through exploring materials,
tools and ideas with growing
independence.

Exploring & Shaping
Materials and Tools

| can explore and describe
different materials and talk about
how they feel.

| can shape and join materials
and use tools to make textures
and marks with growing control

Building, Constructing &
Developing Ideas

| can build simple sculptures by
stacking, balancing and joining
parts, and | can rebuild them in
new ways when needed.

| can communicate what | want
to make, add details as | work,
and change my idea if something
doesn’t work or a new idea
comes.

Talking, Responding &
Building Confidence

| can communicate about my
sculpture, describe its shapes and
textures, explain how | made it,
and notice things | like in others’
work.

| can keep trying when pieces fall
off, explore materials without
worrying, and choose tools and
materials independently.

Focus Exploring, shaping and
constructing materials with
control, using tools safely,
and creating sculptures that
express ideas and show
understanding of the process.

Constructing

| can shape materials by rolling,
pinching, squeezing and bending
them with control.

| can join pieces securely and
build stable models that balance
or stand up.

| can solve problems and rebuild
my sculpture when something
doesn’t work.

Using Tools with Control

| can use sculpting tools safely
and with growing control.

| can cut, carve, poke or scrape
materials to create shapes and
textures.

| can choose the right tool to
make the effect or detail | want.

Expressing Ideas & Reflecting
on My Work

| can plan and communicate
about my ideas and make models
from imagination or things | have
seen.

| can add details to make my
sculpture clearer and explain how
| made it.

| can talk about what I like, what
| might improve, and keep trying
even when things go wrong.

Focus: Exploring, creating
and reflecting through
sculpture to develop ideas,
work with materials and
techniques, and talk
confidently about the
finished work.

Exploring Materials &
Techniques

| can use a range of materials
like clay, card, paper, foil and
natural objects to make a
sculpture.

| can choose materials that work
best for my idea and explore how
they feel and behave.

I can roll, pinch, squeeze, stretch,
cut, tear and join materials, and
build a strong base to help my
sculpture stand up.

Shaping, Building & Adding
Texture

| can use shapes to help build my
sculpture and make simple 3D
forms.

| can add lines, patterns and
textures by pressing tools or
objects into materials.

| can experiment with different
techniques to change the surface
and structure of my sculpture.

Sharing Ideas, Evaluating &
Using Vocabulary

| can make sculptures that show
my ideas or imagination and talk
about why | made them.

I can look at my sculpture, say
what | like, what | might
improve, and notice details in
others’ work.

| can use sculpting vocabulary
(such as sculpture, model, 3D,
shape, texture, carving, abstract)
to explain how | made my work.

Focus Exploring, shaping and
evaluating sculpture to develop
creative ideas, work confidently
with materials and techniques,
and communicate meaning
through 3D art.

Exploring and Choosing Materials
| can choose suitable natural, recycled
or manufactured materials for my
sculpture.

| can explain why | selected certain
materials for my idea.

| can combine different types of
materials to make a stronger or more
interesting sculpture.

Using Sculpting Techniques

| can use sculpting techniques such as
rolling, pinching, coiling, carving,
twisting and joining.

| can shape materials carefully, so my
ideas are clear.

| can join materials securely and
make sure my sculpture stands or
balances properly.

Expressing, Evaluating and
Talking About Sculpture

| can make a sculpture based on
observation, imagination or
experience, and add details to show
my ideas.

| can communicate about what my
sculpture represents and explains how
| made it.

| can describe what | notice in my
own work and others’ work using art
vocabulary such as sculpture, 3D,
texture, carving and geometric.
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Collage

Focus: Exploring materials
through simple collage to
build early sensory and
creative skills.

Exploring Materials

| can explore different materials
with my hands and notice how
they feel or sound.

| can show interest in colours,
textures or shapes.

Using Hands and Early
Techniques

| can tear, scrunch, place or press
materials using my fingers.

| can stick materials down with
glue or on sticky surfaces, with
help.

Making Choices &
Responding

| can choose from a small
selection of materials | want to
use.

| can show excitement or
curiosity when making or looking
at my collage.

Focus: Exploring materials
and making simple collage
choices to grow early
creativity and confidence.

Exploring Materials

| can explore different materials
and communicate about how
they feel.

| can choose materials | want to
use from a small selection.

Using Hands and Early
Techniques

| can tear, scrunch, cut with
support, and press materials onto
glue or sticky surfaces.

| can place and arrange materials
to make a simple collage.

Developing Ideas &
Responding

| can communicate what | am
making and choose where to put
my materials.

| can look at my collage, say
what | like, and show it proudly.

Focus: Exploring materials
and creating simple collages
to develop choice-making,
control and early artistic
expression.

Exploring Materials

| can explore and talk about
different collage materials,
noticing textures, colours and
shapes.

| can choose the materials | need
for my idea.

Using Hands and Early
Techniques

| can tear, cut, arrange and stick
materials with growing control.

| can place and layer materials to
make a simple picture or pattern.

Developing Ideas &
Responding

| can communicate what | want
to make and talk about my
collage as I work.

| can describe my finished collage
and say what | like or might
change.

Focus: Exploring, selecting
and combining materials to
create purposeful collages
with growing control,
creativity and confidence.

Exploring & Selecting
Materials

| can explore a range of materials
and describe their textures,
colours and shapes.

| can choose materials that fit my
idea or the effect | want to
create.

| can explain why | chose certain
materials for my collage.

Using Tools, Techniques &
Composition

| can cut, tear, arrange and stick
materials with increasing control
and accuracy.

| can layer materials to create
patterns, shapes or images.

| can use tools like scissors, glue
spreaders and hole punches
safely and appropriately.

Developing Ideas, Evaluating
& Responding

| can plan what | want to make
and talk about my ideas as |
work.

| can describe my finished collage
and talk about what | like and
what | might change.

| can notice details in others’
collages and talk about what |
see.

Focus Exploring, selecting
and combining materials
confidently to create
purposeful collages using
developing skills, control and
artistic understanding.

Exploring & Selecting
Materials

| can explore a range of materials
and describe their textures,
colours and patterns.

| can choose materials that
match my idea and explain my
choices.

| can mix and combine materials
to create interesting effects in my
collage.

Using Tools, Techniques &
Composition

| can cut, tear, arrange and glue
materials with increasing care
and accuracy.

| can layer and position materials
to make shapes, patterns or
images.

| can use tools like scissors and
glue sticks safely and correctly.

Developing Ideas, Evaluating
& Responding

I can plan my collage by talking
about the image or idea | want
to create.

| can describe what | have made,
talking about the materials and
techniques | used.

| can communicate what | like
about my collage and what |
might change next time.

Focus: Exploring, selecting and
combining materials with control
to create thoughtful collages and
explain artistic choices.

Exploring & Selecting Materials

| can explore a wide range of collage
materials and describe their textures,
colours and qualities.

| can choose materials that match my
idea and explain why they are
suitable.

| can experiment with combining
different materials to create
interesting effects.

Using Tools, Techniques &
Composition

| can cut, tear, arrange and stick
materials neatly and with increasing
accuracy.

| can layer and position materials
carefully to create shapes, patterns,
images or backgrounds.

| can use tools such as scissors, glue
spreaders and hole punches safely
and confidently.

Developing Ideas, Evaluating &
Responding

I can plan my collage by sketching or
talking through my ideas before |
start.

| can describe the techniques and
materials | used and how they helped
me achieve my idea.

| can evaluate my collage, saying
what worked well and what | could
improve next time.
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