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Geography 
Our Geography curriculum is designed to develop learner’s curiosity and fascination about the world and its people, that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. We want our 
learners to become geographers and adventurers by exploring and remembering familiar places and to know where they live. Learners will know about the geography of Hull and other 
cities in the UK, as well as developing an understanding of countries in the rest of the world. Learners will recognise different physical and human geographical features of local 
landscapes and develop understanding different weathers and the seasonal changes, preparing them for functional life skills, including selecting appropriate clothing. Leaners will be able 
to navigate their local surroundings using simple maps and following directions, working towards gaining functional travel skills to be as independent as possible in the community. 

Locational 
Knowledge 

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 
Focus: Awareness of 
their own 
environment → 
recognising familiar 
places → exploring 
and noticing people, 
spaces and 
surroundings. 
 
Awareness of Their 
Own Environment 
I can notice people and 
things around me. 
I can explore my 
immediate environment, 
like a room or outdoor 
area. 
I can show interest in 
new places I visit. 
I can recognise familiar 
places, like my home or 
nursery. 
 

Focus: Awareness of 
different places → 
recognising familiar 
locations → exploring 
new environments with 
curiosity. 
 
Awareness of Different 
Places 
I can recognise and name 
familiar places, like 
“home”, “nursery” or 
“park”. 
I can show that I know 
where different areas are 
in my setting (e.g., 
outdoor area, snack table, 
book corner). 
I can notice when I am in 
a new or unfamiliar place. 
I can explore a new place 
with curiosity. 
 

Focus: Understanding and 
talking about places → 
exploring the 
environment → noticing 
changes and natural 
features. 
 
Understanding and 
Talking About Places 
I can name familiar places 
like home, school, park and 
shops. 
I can talk about places I visit 
and what I see there. 
I can say what is different 
about places indoors and 
outdoors. 
I can talk about what I like 
or don’t like about different 
places. 
 
Exploring the 
Environment 
I can notice changes in my 
environment (e.g., weather, 
seasons, plants growing). 
I can talk about the weather 
and how it affects what we 
do. 
I can explore different 
natural materials and talk 
about them (sand, mud, 
water, stones). 

Focus: Understanding 
places → describing 
familiar and new locations 
→ developing early 
awareness of the wider 
world. 
 
Understanding Places 
I can talk about places that are 
special to me (home, school, 
park, shop). 
I can talk about places I have 
visited and describe what they 
are like. 
I can say how some places are 
different from others (busy, 
quiet, countryside, town). 
I can name different types of 
places I see in stories, pictures 
or videos (beach, forest, city, 
farm). 
 
Awareness Beyond the 
Local Area (Early World 
Knowledge) 
I can recognise that the world 
has different places and people. 
I can talk about places I hear 
about in books, maps, videos 
or class topics. 
I can name the country I live in 
(United Kingdom/England). 
 

Focus: Naming continents and 
oceans → identifying places on 
maps → knowing the countries and 
capital cities of the UK. 
 
Continents and Oceans 
I can name the seven continents of the 
world. 
I can point to and find the seven 
continents on a world map or globe. 
I can name the five oceans of the world. 
I can point to and find the five oceans 
on a world map or globe. 
 
United Kingdom 
I can name the four countries of the 
United Kingdom. 
I can find the four countries of the 
United Kingdom on a map. 
I can name the capital city of each 
country in the United Kingdom. 
I can point to and find the UK’s capital 
cities on a map. 
I can name the seas that surround the 
United Kingdom. 
I can find the seas around the UK on a 
map. 

Focus: Identifying continents and 
oceans → locating places on maps 
and globes → understanding UK 
countries, capitals and 
surrounding seas. 
 
Continents and Oceans 
I can name the seven continents of the 
world and explain that they are large 
areas of land. 
I can find and point to the seven 
continents on different maps, atlases 
and globes. 
I can name the five oceans of the 
world and explain that they are large 
areas of water. 
I can find and point to the five oceans 
on maps, atlases and globes. 
I can describe simple facts about some 
continents and oceans (for example, 
which is the biggest or smallest). 
 
United Kingdom 
I can name the four countries of the 
United Kingdom and find them on a 
map. 
I can name and find the capital city of 
each country in the United Kingdom. 
I can describe simple characteristics of 
each UK country (for example, flags, 
landmarks or physical features). 
I can name the seas that surround the 
United Kingdom. 
I can identify the surrounding seas of 
the UK on a map or atlas. 
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Place 
Knowledge 

Focus: Awareness of 
different places → 
responding to indoor 
and outdoor 
environments → 
exploring natural 
features and 
representations of 
places 
 
Awareness of 
Different Places 
I can respond differently 
to indoor and outdoor 
spaces. 
I can explore natural 
features like grass, sand, 
water or leaves. 
I can show interest in 
pictures of different 
places (e.g., beach, park, 
buildings). 
 

Focus: Exploring 
features of places → 
noticing natural and 
human-made elements 
→ using senses to 
investigate 
environments. 
 
Exploring Features of 
Places 
I can notice natural things 
in places (trees, grass, 
water, mud, flowers). 
I can notice human-made 
things (buildings, fences, 
doors, paths). 
I can explore places using 
my senses (touch, sound, 
sight). 

Focus: Beginning to 
compare places → 
noticing differences in 
environments → 
expressing likes and 
preferences 
 
Beginning to Compare 
Places 
I can notice when places look 
or feel different (noisy/quiet, 
bright/dark, 
indoors/outdoors). 
I can say simple things about 
two places (“big tree here… 
no tree there”). 
I can show places I like and 
prefer (e.g., the garden, 
climbing area, book corner) 

Focus: Recognising and 
naming different places → 
identifying natural and 
human-made features → 
describing and comparing 
places near and far. 
 
Recognising and Naming 
Different Places 
I can name places that are 
important to me, like home, 
school, the park and places I 
visit. 
I can say what a place is used 
for (playing, shopping, 
working, travelling). 
 
Identifying Features of 
Places 
I can spot natural features, 
such as trees, grass, water, 
hills or fields. 
I can spot human-made 
features, such as roads, houses, 
shops or bridges. 
I can describe what I see in a 
place using simple geographical 
words. 
 
Describing and Comparing 
Places 
I can say how two places are 
the same (e.g., both have 
houses, both have trees). 
I can say how two places are 
different (e.g., one is busy, one 
is quiet; one has tall buildings, 
one has fields). 
I can talk about what people 
do in different places. 
I can talk about places far 
away that are different from 
where I live. 

Focus: Understanding similarities 
and differences → identifying 
human and physical features → 
comparing places in the UK and 
around the world. 
 
Understanding similarities and 
differences 
I can communicate about a place in the 
United Kingdom and say what it is like. 
I can communicate about a place in 
another country and say what it is like. 
I can spot things that are the same in 
both places. 
I can spot things that are different in 
both places. 
 
Human and physical features 
I can describe human features (things 
people have built) in a place in the UK. 
I can describe physical features (natural 
things) in a place in the UK. 
I can describe human features in a place 
in another country. 
I can describe physical features in a 
place in another country. 
 
Comparing places 
I can compare how people live in a UK 
place and a place in another country. 
I can compare what the environment 
looks like in both places. 
I can use pictures, maps or videos to 
help me compare places. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Focus: Comparing places → 
identifying human and physical 
features → using geographical 
vocabulary to describe and 
explain differences. 
 
Comparing Places 
I can describe what a small area in the 
United Kingdom is like using human 
and physical features. 
I can describe what a small area in a 
non-European country is like using 
human and physical features. 
I can compare two places by saying 
what is similar about them. 
I can compare two places by saying 
what is different about them. 
I can explain why the two places might 
look or feel different (for example, 
weather, buildings, jobs, or landscape). 
 
Human and Physical Geography 
I can identify human features (for 
example, buildings, roads, bridges) in 
both locations. 
I can identify physical features (for 
example, rivers, hills, beaches) in both 
locations. 
I can use photographs, maps and 
videos to help me compare places. 
 
Using Geographical Vocabulary 
I can use simple geographical words to 
describe each place clearly. 
I can describe how people live in each 
place using what I have learned. 
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Human and 
Physical 

Geography 

Focus: Understanding 
Familiar Places and 
People → feeling safe 
→ recognising who 
belongs → expressing 
preferences about 
places 
 
Relationships With 
People and Places 
I can show that I feel 
safe in familiar places. 
I can recognise people 
who belong in my 
familiar places. 
I can express preferences 
for certain places, like 
where I like to play 

Focus: Noticing the 
outdoors → exploring 
natural materials → 
observing surroundings 
→ expressing likes 
about different places 
 
Understanding the 
Environment 
I can communicate about 
things I notice outdoors, 
such as trees, leaves, 
water, animals or weather. 
I can show interest in 
natural materials like sand, 
stones, mud or water. 
I can take part in simple 
walks around the school or 
outdoor area to look at 
what’s around me. 
 

Focus: Noticing the 
outdoors → exploring 
natural materials → 
observing surroundings 
→ expressing likes about 
different places 
 
Early Geographic Features 
I can notice and name simple 
features in the environment, 
such as trees, grass, paths, 
roads or houses. 
I can communicate about 
things I see on a walk, like 
buildings, cars, nature or 
water. 
I can recognise natural 
places (like forests, beaches 
or fields) in pictures. 
I can say what I like about 
different places (“I like the 
soft grass”, “I like the big 
slide”). 

Focus: Recognising features 
→ describing environments 
→ comparing places → 
noticing world differences 
 
Features of the Environment 
I can recognise and name 
simple features in my 
environment (houses, roads, 
rivers, fields, bridges). 
I can communicate about 
natural features, such as trees, 
grass, soil, water or hills. 
I can communicate about 
human features, such as 
buildings, shops, parks or 
playgrounds. 
I can spot and name landmarks 
in my local area (e.g., church, 
statue, school sign). 
 
Communicating About the 
World 
I can communicate about what 
the weather is like and how it 
changes. 
I can communicate about 
differences between places in 
the world that I learn about 
through stories or pictures. 
I can notice that some places 
are hot and some are cold. 
 

Focus: Talking about weather → 
understanding seasons → 
exploring hot/cold places → 
naming physical features → 
naming human features 
 
Weather, Seasons and Hot/Cold 
Places 
I can communicate about the weather I 
see each day. 
I can describe how the weather changes 
in different seasons. 
I can spot patterns in the weather 
through the year. 
I can find hot areas of the world near 
the Equator on a map. 
I can find cold areas of the world near 
the North Pole and South Pole on a 
map. 
I can say how the weather is different in 
hot and cold places. 
 
Physical Geography  
I can use words like beach, cliff and 
coast to communicate about places near 
the sea. 
I can use words like hill, mountain and 
valley to communicate about land. 
I can use words like river, sea and 
ocean when I communicate about 
water. 
I can use words like forest and 
vegetation to communicate about plants 
and trees. 
I can use the words season and weather 
to describe what happens outside. 
I can name physical features when I see 
them in pictures, books or on maps. 
 
Human Geography  
I can use the words city, town and 
village to describe different types of 
places people live. 
I can communicate about human 
features like houses, shops, offices and 
factories. 
I can use words like port and harbour 
to communicate about places where 
boats come in. 
I can name human features when I see 
them in pictures, books or on maps. 

Focus: Describing weather and 
seasons → identifying hot/cold 
places → using physical 
geography vocabulary → using 
human geography vocabulary 
 
Weather, Seasons and Hot/Cold 
Places 
I can describe daily and seasonal 
weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and explain how they change 
through the year. 
I can locate hot areas of the world 
near the Equator on a map or globe. 
I can locate cold areas of the world 
near the North Pole and South Pole on 
a map or globe. 
I can explain simple differences 
between the weather in hot and cold 
places. 
 
Physical Geography Vocabulary 
I can use physical geography words 
like beach, cliff, coast and forest to 
describe places. 
I can use words like hill, mountain, 
valley and river to communicate about 
land and water features. 
I can communicate about seas and 
oceans and explain that they are large 
areas of saltwater. 
I can use the words soil, vegetation, 
season and weather to describe 
natural features and changes. 
I can identify these physical features in 
photos, maps and real environments. 
 
Human Geography Vocabulary 
I can use human geography words like 
city, town and village to describe types 
of settlements. 
I can communicate about human-made 
features such as houses, shops, 
factories and offices. 
I can identify these human features in 
pictures, on maps and in the local 
area. 
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Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork 

Focus: Noticing places 
and positions → 
exploring how objects 
and spaces relate → 
moving confidently 
through the 
environment → 
beginning to 
understand simple 
routes and locations 
 
Beginning to Use 
Positional Language 
(Very Early Stage) 
I can understand simple 
position words like in 
and under during play. 
I can put objects inside, 
on top or under other 
objects 
 
Early Map and Place 
Understanding (Very 
Early Skills) 
I can match photos of 
places to real areas in 
my school (e.g., photo of 
the garden to the actual 
garden). 
 
Early Spatial 
Awareness 
I can move around my 
environment safely 
(crawl, pull up, walk). 
I can explore spaces by 
moving in, under, 
around and through 
objects. 
I can follow someone 
who is moving away or 
across a space. 
 

Focus: Building early 
place words → noticing 
features indoors and 
outdoors → 
understanding where 
things are → using 
simple directions and 
recognising familiar 
places 
 
Building Early 
Locational Vocabulary 
I can use simple words to 
describe places such as 
big, small, noisy, quiet, 
sunny, dark or warm. 
I can name outdoor 
features I see often, like 
tree, grass, path, gate or 
bench. 
 
Spatial Awareness and 
Direction 
I can use some positional 
language when playing 
(e.g., “bear on top”, “car 
under”). 
I can find things when an 
adult tells me where they 
are (“Look behind the 
chair”, “It’s next to the 
bin”). 
 
Early map and place 
understanding 
I can look at photos of 
familiar places and say 
what they show. 
I can match a picture to a 
real place (e.g., photo of 
garden → garden). 
I can point to something in 
a picture when asked 
(“Where’s the slide?”). 
I can remember the way to 
familiar places (e.g., toilet, 
playground, coat pegs). 

Focus: Representing 
places in different ways 
→ using positional 
language to describe 
where things are → 
following and 
remembering simple 
routes within familiar 
spaces 
 
Representations of Places 
I can look at simple pictures, 
maps or drawings and say 
what place they show. 
I can make simple marks or 
drawings to show where 
things are (e.g., drawing a 
path, a room or a garden). 
I can use small-world play 
(e.g., toy town, farm, road 
tracks) to represent real and 
imaginary places. 
 
Spatial Awareness and 
Direction 
I can follow simple directions 
to find things (e.g., “Go 
around the bench”, “Look 
behind the tree”). 
I can describe where 
something is using positional 
words. 
I can remember simple routes 
within my setting (e.g., to 
the toilet, garden, snack 
table). 
I can follow simple directions 
using everyday words like in, 
on, under, up, down, behind, 
next to. 
 
Early map and place 
understanding 
I can look at photos of 
familiar places and say what 
they show 

Focus: Using positional 
language → following and 
describing simple routes → 
beginning to read and 
create maps and 
representations of familiar 
places 
 
Spatial Awareness and 
Direction 
I can use positional language 
like behind, in front, next to, 
between, left, and right. 
I can follow a simple route 
around school or outdoor 
spaces. 
I can describe where something 
is using simple direction words. 
I can begin to understand 
simple maps or models that  
show where things are. 
I can use simple positional 
language like over, under, 
besides, between, in front and 
behind. 
 
Beginning to Use Maps and 
Representations 
I can talk about what simple 
maps or pictures show. 
I can draw a simple plan or 
map of a familiar place (e.g., 
my classroom, garden). 
I can use drawings or symbols 
to show where things go on 
my map. 
I can use small-world toys 
(e.g., road tracks, buildings, 
farms) to represent real places. 

Focus: Using maps and images to 
understand places → applying 
compass directions and positional 
language → interpreting photos 
and map keys → observing and 
recording features in the local area 
Using Maps, Atlases and Globes 
 
I can find the United Kingdom on a 
world map, atlas or globe. 
I can find the four countries of  
the United Kingdom on a map. 
 
Using Compass Directions and 
Positional Language 
I can use the words North, South, East 
and West to describe where things are. 
I am beginning to follow simple 
directions using these compass points. 
I can describe a simple route using 
directional language. 
 
Using Photographs, Plans and Map 
Keys 
I can look at an aerial photo and spot 
landmarks or important features. 
I can use pictures taken from above to 
find human and physical features. 
I can draw a simple map of a place. 
I can use simple symbols on my map 
and put them in a key. 
 
Fieldwork and Observing the Local 
Area 
I can explore my school and describe 
what I see. 
I can spot human features in and 
around my school (like buildings, roads 
or playground equipment). 
I can spot physical features in and 
around my school (like trees, grass or 
hills). 
I can record what I see using drawings, 
photos or simple notes. 

Focus: Using maps and globes to 
locate places → applying compass 
directions to describe routes → 
interpreting aerial photos and 
map keys → observing and 
recording features of the local 
area 
Using Maps, Atlases and Globes 
 
I can find some of the countries, 
continents and oceans I have learned 
about. 
I can use maps to help me 
communicate about where places are 
in the world. 
 
Using Compass Directions and 
Positional Language 
I can use North, South, East and West 
to describe where places or features 
are on a map. 
I can follow a simple route using 
compass directions. 
I can use words such as near, far, left 
and right to describe a location. 
I can describe a route on a map using 
directional language and simple 
compass points. 
 
Using Aerial Photographs, Plans 
and Map Keys 
I can identify landmarks in aerial 
photos or plan views. 
I can draw my own simple map of a 
place. 
I can use symbols in my map and put 
them in a key. 
I can explain what the symbols in my 
map key mean. 
 
Fieldwork and Observational 
Skills 
I can use my senses and observations 
to explore my school and its grounds. 
I can record what I find using 
drawings, tallies, notes or simple 
sketches. 
I can communicate about what the 
area around my school is like using 
geographical words. 

 

  


