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History 
Our history curriculum is designed to provide learners with a sense of identity through learning about the past. We want learners to become historians by primarily  
knowing their personal and family history. Learners will further learn and gain a true understanding of the concepts of chronology and historical significance through the wider themes of Within 
Living Memory, Beyond Living Memory and Significant People and Events. This will provide historical contexts that will allow our learners to compare changes and, where they are able to, 
consider cause and consequence. We will use artefacts, film footage, photographs, and drawings to support the interpretation of sources and evidence. 

Changes 
Within 
Living 

Memory 
 

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 
Focus: Exploring people, 
places and changes 
through noticing, 
remembering and 
responding to the world 
around me 
 
Early Memory & Noticing 
I can show that I remember 
familiar people, toys or 
routines. 
I can notice when something 
looks new or different 
around me. 
 
Growing & Changing 
I can look at pictures of 
myself as a baby with an 
adult. 
I can notice simple changes 
in myself or others (e.g. 
getting taller, new skills). 
 
Changes in My 
Environment 
I can notice changes in my 
environment, like different 
weather, lights or sounds. 
I can react when routines or 
surroundings change. 

Focus: Exploring people, 
places and changes by 
noticing, remembering and 
talking simply about the 
world around me. 
 
Remembering and Noticing 
I can remember things that 
happened earlier, like something I 
did today. 
I can notice when something 
looks different or has changed. 
I can spot familiar people, toys 
and places and say their names. 
 
Growing and Changing 
I can communicate simply about 
when I was smaller or “a baby.” 
I can notice changes in myself or 
others, like getting taller or 
learning new skills. 
I can look at pictures of myself 
and say who I am. 
 
Changes in My Environment 
I can notice changes around me, 
like different weather or a new 
routine. 
I can communicate about simple 
changes I see, like leaves falling 
or a new display. 
I can show interest when 
something new happens in my 
environment. 

Focus: Exploring people, places 
and changes by noticing, 
remembering and talking about 
what happens around me. 
 
Remembering and Noticing 
I can remember things that 
happened earlier today or 
yesterday and talk about them. 
I can notice when something has 
changed, like a new toy, new 
display or a different routine. 
I can recognise familiar places and 
talk about what I do there. 
 
Growing and Changing 
I can communicate about how I 
have grown or changed since I was 
a baby. 
I can notice changes in other 
people, like new clothes, taller 
friends or new skills. 
I can look at photos of myself and 
talk about what I was like before. 
 
Changes in My Environment 
I can communicate about simple 
changes I see outside, like weather 
or leaves falling. 
I can notice when something in my 
environment is different, like a new 
display or furniture move. 
I can show interest and 
communicate about new things 
happening around me. 

Focus: Exploring people, 
places and changes by 
noticing, remembering and 
talking about events, 
routines and things that 
happen around me. 
 
Remembering and Noticing 
I can remember and communicate 
about things that happened 
earlier in the week or at home. 
I can notice changes around me, 
like new displays, different 
routines or something moved. 
I can describe familiar places and 
say what I do there. 
 
Growing and Changing 
I can communicate about how I 
have grown and changed since I 
was a baby or toddler. 
I can notice and communicate 
about changes in other people, 
like new clothes, new skills or 
getting taller. 
I can look at photos of myself 
and explain what is different 
now. 
 
Changes in My Environment 
I can communicate about 
changes I see outside, like 
weather, seasons or plants 
growing. 
I can notice and communicate 
about new things in my 
environment, inside or outside 
school. 
I can ask questions or share ideas 
when something new or 
interesting happens. 
 

Focus: Learning about how life 
has changed within living 
memory by asking questions, 
noticing differences, and 
comparing the past with today. 
 
Noticing and Describing 
Changes 
I can communicate about things 
that have changed in my life, like 
how I have grown or my routines 
at home or school. 
I can describe changes I see around 
me, such as new buildings, new 
technology or different ways people 
do things. 
I can use simple vocabulary like 
then and now to talk about how 
things have changed. 
 
Comparing the Past and 
Present 
I can compare toys, clothes, food or 
transport from today with those 
from the past. 
I can spot similarities and 
differences between my life and the 
life of someone in the past. 
I can communicate about how 
everyday objects have changed 
over time. 
 
Asking and Answering 
Questions About the Past 
I can ask simple questions about 
the past, such as “What was it 
like?” or “How did people use 
this?” 
I can find out about the past by 
looking at photos, objects and 
stories from living memory. 
I can share what I have learned 
about how things have changed by 
talking, drawing or writing 

Focus: Understanding how life 
has changed within living 
memory by comparing the past 
with today and finding out 
how people, objects and 
everyday life have changed 
over time. 
 
Identifying and Describing 
Changes 
I can describe how things in 
everyday life have changed, such as 
homes, schools, transport or 
communication. 
I can communicate about changes 
in my own life and the lives of 
people I know. 
I can use words like past, present, 
before, and after to explain changes 
clearly. 
 
Comparing the Past and 
Present 
I can compare objects, toys, 
clothing and technology from the 
past with things we use today. 
I can explain similarities and 
differences between my life and the 
life of someone from living memory. 
I can describe how jobs, activities 
or routines have changed over time. 
 
Asking Questions and Using 
Sources 
I can ask questions to find out 
about the past, like “Why did it 
change?” or “What was it used 
for?” 
I can use photos, videos, stories 
and real objects to learn about how 
things were different in the past. 
I can share what I have found out 
using drawings, writing or talking 
to others. 
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Events 
Beyond 
Living 

Memory 

Not appropriate within this 
stage of learning 

Focus: Noticing and joining 
in with stories, objects and 
celebrations from long ago. 
 
Noticing Old Things and 
Special Objects 
I can look at pictures, toys or 
objects that show things from a 
long time ago. 
I can notice when something 
looks old or different from things 
I see today. 
 
Joining In with Special Events 
I can join in with songs, 
celebrations or activities linked to 
past events. 
I can remember and talk simply 
about something we did to 
celebrate. 
 
Listening and Responding to 
Stories About Long Ago 
I can listen to simple stories 
about things that happened long 
ago. 
I can point to or name things I 
see in pictures from the past. 

Focus: Exploring stories, objects 
and celebrations from long ago 
through looking, listening and 
talking. 
 
Noticing Old Things and 
Special Objects 
 
I can look closely at pictures or 
objects that show things from a 
long time ago. 
I can talk about what looks old or 
different and say how it is not the 
same as today. 
 
Joining In with Special Events 
I can join in with songs; role play 
or celebrations linked to events 
from long ago. 
I can communicate simply about 
what we did when we celebrated 
something from the past. 
 
Listening and Responding to 
Stories About Long Ago 
I can listen to stories about things 
that happened long ago and join in 
with actions or words. 
I can communicate about or point 
to things I notice in pictures from 
the past. 

Focus: Exploring events from 
long ago by looking at 
pictures and objects, joining 
in with celebrations, and 
talking about how the past is 
different from today. 
 
Noticing Old Things and 
Special Objects 
I can look at photos, artefacts or 
old objects and talk about what 
looks different from things today. 
I can communicate how 
something from long ago is not 
the same as what we use or do 
now. 
 
Joining In with Special Events 
I can join in with celebrations, 
songs and role-play linked to 
events from long ago (like Bonfire 
Night or the Moon Landing). 
I can communicate about what 
we did to celebrate an important 
event from the past. 
 
 
Listening and Responding to 
Stories About Long Ago 
 
I can listen to stories about 
events from long ago and talk 
about what happened. 
I can point out or describe things 
in pictures or videos that show 
how life was different in the past. 
 
 
 
 

Focus: Learning about 
important events from long 
ago by looking at objects and 
pictures, joining in with 
celebrations, and talking about 
how the past is different from 
today. 
 
Noticing Old Things and 
Special Objects 
I can look closely at old photos and 
objects and describe what is 
different from things we use today. 
I can spot clues in pictures or 
artefacts that show something is 
from long ago. 
I can use simple words like past, 
now, old and new to talk about 
what I see. 
 
Joining In with Special Events 
I can join in with activities and 
celebrations linked to events from 
long ago (like Bonfire Night or the 
Great Fire of London). 
I can communicate about what 
happened in an important event 
from the past using simple 
sentences. 
I can communicate why people still 
remember and celebrate certain 
events today. 
 
Listening and Responding to 
Stories About Long Ago 
I can listen to stories about events 
from the past and explain what 
happened in them. 
I can communicate about the 
people involved and how life was 
different in their time. 
I can answer questions and ask my 
own questions about an event from 
long ago. 

Focus: Understanding 
important events from beyond 
living memory by finding out 
what happened, why it 
mattered, and how life was 
different from today. 
 
Noticing and Investigating Old 
Things and Evidence 
I can look carefully at photos, 
artefacts and sources from the past 
and explain what they tell us. 
I can describe ways that objects, 
buildings or clothing from long ago 
are different from those we have 
today. 
I can use simple historical 
vocabulary like past, present, long 
ago, timeline, and history when 
talking about evidence. 
 
Learning About and 
Understanding Past Events 
I can explain what happened in an 
important event from beyond living 
memory (such as the Great Fire of 
London or the first aeroplane 
flight). 
I can describe why the event was 
important and how it changed 
things for people at the time. 
I can communicate about the 
people involved and explain their 
actions in simple terms. 
 
 
Comparing the Past and 
Present 
I can compare life during an event 
from long ago with how we live 
today. 
I can explain simple similarities and 
differences between past and 
present buildings, transport, 
technology or jobs. 
I can use what I have learned to 
answer and ask questions about 
how life has changed over time. 
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Significant 
Individuals 

Not appropriate within this 
stage of learning 

Not appropriate within this stage 
of learning 

Focus: Recognising simple 
historical figures in stories and 
beginning to understand 
reasons for remembrance. 
 
Talking About People from My 
Life and the Past 
I can communicate about important 
people in my life and things they 
did before I was born. 
I can communicate about people in 
stories who lived a long time ago. 
 
Understanding Life in the Past 
I can say how life was different for 
people in the past. 
I can notice simple differences 
between a person from the past 
and a person now. 
 
Beginning to Understand Why 
People Are Remembered 
I can communicate why some 
people are remembered, such as 
helping others or being brave. 
I can communicate about 
something a person from the past 
did that made them important. 

Focus: Introducing historical 
figures, recalling simple 
achievements, and beginning 
early comparisons between 
past and present. 
 
Finding Out About Important 
People 
I can name a significant person 
from the past. 
I can communicate that this 
person lived a long time ago, 
before I was born. 
 
Understanding What They 
Did 
I can explain one simple reason 
why this person is remembered 
today. 
I can communicate about 
something important this person 
did. 
 
 
Beginning to Compare Past 
and Present 
I can communicate simply about 
how this person’s life was 
different from mine. 
I can communicate how 
something they did helped people 
then or now. 

Focus: Learning about 
important people from the past 
and finding out what they did 
that makes them remembered 
today. 
 
Finding Out About Significant 
Individuals 
I can find out about an important 
person from the past using stories, 
pictures and information. 
I can communicate who this person 
was and why people remember 
them. 
I can use simple history words like 
past, long ago and remembered. 
 
Understanding Their 
Achievements 
I can explain in simple words what 
an important person did that made 
them significant. 
I can communicate about how their 
actions or ideas helped other 
people. 
I can communicate why this person 
was special or different from others 
at the time. 
 
 
Comparing Lives Then and Now 
I can communicate about how their 
life in the past was different from 
my life today. 
I can describe simple similarities 
and differences between their world 
and mine. 
I can ask and answer questions to 
help me understand their life be 
 
 
 

Focus: Learning about 
significant individuals from the 
past and understanding how 
their actions and achievements 
have influenced life today. 
 
Finding Out About Significant 
Individuals 
I can find out about the life of an 
important person from the past 
using books, photos and other 
sources. 
I can describe who this person was 
and what they are remembered for. 
I can use historical words like past, 
long ago, lifetime and history when 
talking about them. 
 
Understanding Their 
Achievements 
I can explain what a significant 
individual did that made them 
important. 
I can describe how their work, 
ideas or actions changed things for 
people. 
I can communicate about why 
people still remember this person 
today. 
 
Comparing Lives Then and Now 
I can compare the life of a 
significant individual from the past 
with life today. 
I can describe differences and 
similarities between how they lived 
and how we live now. 
I can ask and answer questions to 
help me understand why their time 
was different from mine. 
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Local 
History 

Not appropriate within this 
stage of learning 

Not appropriate within this stage 
of learning 

Focus: Noticing old places in 
Hull and talking simply about 
how things were different long 
ago. 
 
Noticing Hull and How It Has 
Changed 
I can look at old pictures or 
buildings in Hull and say what 
looks different from today 
I can use words like past and now 
when I talk about Hull. 
 
Talking About People and 
Events from the Past 
I can listen to stories about things 
that happened in Hull long ago. 
I can communicate something 
simple about why people remember 
important things from Hull’s past.  
 
Exploring Photos, Objects and 
Places 
I can look closely at photos or 
objects from Hull’s history and talk 
about what I notice.  
I can ask simple questions like 
“What is that?” or “Why is it 
different?” when learning about 
Hull long ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus: Exploring Hull’s past 
by noticing old places, 
hearing stories, and talking 
about how things have 
changed. 
 
Noticing Hull and How It Has 
Changed 
I can spot old buildings in Hull 
and communicate how they look 
different today. 
I can look at old pictures of Hull 
and see what has changed. 
I can use simple words like past 
and now. 
 
Talking About People and 
Events from Hull’s Past 
I can listen to stories about 
things that happened in Hull long 
ago. 
I can communicate about people 
from Hull’s past when I see 
photos or objects. 
I can communicate why we still 
remember some events. 
 
Exploring Photos, Objects 
and Places from Hull 
I can look closely at photos or 
old objects from Hull and say 
what I notice. 
I can ask simple questions like 
“What is that?” or “Why is it 
different?” 
I can show what I learned by 
talking or drawing. 
 

Focus: Learning about Hull’s 
past by exploring old places, 
people and events, and 
noticing how the city has 
changed over time. 
 
Exploring Hull and How It Has 
Changed 
I can talk about how Hull has 
changed from a small town called 
Wyke to Kingston-Upon-Hull.  
I can spot old buildings in Hull, 
such as Holy Trinity Church, and 
say how they are different from 
buildings today.  
I can use words like past, now, old 
and new to talk about Hull. 
 
Learning About People and 
Events from Hull 
I can find out about important 
people who lived in Hull in the past 
and say why they are remembered 
locally.  
I can talk about important events 
from Hull’s history, such as when 
the town was given its Charter and 
renamed Kingston-Upon-Hull.  
I can communicate how these 
people or events helped make Hull 
the place it is today. 
 
Using Evidence to Learn About 
Hull’s Past 
I can look at old photos, maps and 
buildings in Hull to learn about 
what the city was like long ago.  
I can ask and answer simple 
questions about changes I notice in 
Hull. 
I can share what I have learned by 
talking, drawing or creating a 
simple timeline of Hull’s past. 

Focus: Learning about Hull’s 
local history by exploring how 
the city has changed, who lived 
here before, and why important 
places and people from Hull 
are remembered. 
 
Exploring Hull’s Past 
I can talk about how Hull has 
changed over time, such as how it 
grew from Wyke to Kingston-Upon-
Hull.  
I can describe old buildings or 
places in Hull, like Holy Trinity 
Church or Hull’s old walls, and 
explain how they are different from 
today. [en.wikipedia.org] 
I can use words like past, present, 
old, and new when talking about 
Hull’s history. 
 
Learning About Important 
People and Events in Hull 
I can find out about significant 
people linked to Hull’s history and 
explain why they are remembered. 
(e.g., civic leaders, early merchants, 
historic residents)  
I can describe important events that 
happened in Hull’s past, such as the 
city changing its name to Kingston-
Upon-Hull or becoming an 
important medieval port.  
I can talk about how these people 
or events helped shape the Hull we 
know today. 
 
Using Sources to Find Out 
About Hull 
I can look at old photos, maps, 
buildings and artefacts from Hull to 
learn about its history.  
I can ask and answer questions 
about what Hull was like long ago 
and how it is different now. 
I can share what I have learned by 
talking, drawing, writing or 
creating a simple timeline of Hull’s 
history. 
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Historical 
Skills 

Not appropriate within this 
stage of learning 

Focus: Beginning to talk 
about past events and 
noticing change over short 
periods 
I can communicate about 
something that happened earlier 
(today or yesterday). 
I can recognise when something 
is different or has changed. 
I can begin to use words like 
“before” and “now.” 
I can look at photos of myself 
and say what I was doing. 
I can show interest in old and 
new objects 

Focus: Developing early time 
language, noticing differences 
and asking simple questions 
I can communicate about things 
that happened last week. 
I can use simple time words 
(yesterday, now, later). 
I can spot things that are old and 
new. 
I can describe simple changes I see 
in people, places or objects. 
I can listen to stories about the 
past. 
I can ask questions about things I 
see 

Focus: Understanding past vs 
present, sequencing events 
and using simple sources. 
I can describe events in the right 
order (first, next, last). 
I can communicate about how I 
have changed since I was a baby. 
I can describe how things were 
different “a long time ago.” 
I can compare past and present 
using photos, objects or stories. 
I can communicate about people 
and events from stories set in the 
past. 
I can use simple evidence to talk 
about the past 

Focus: Introducing historical 
concepts such as timeline, 
change, significance and early 
enquiry. 
I can place events or people on a 
simple timeline. 
I can describe changes within living 
memory. 
I can communicate about events 
beyond living memory. 
I can communicate why some 
people and events are remembered. 
I can compare two objects from the 
past and present. 
I can ask and answer questions 
about the past using pictures and 
stories 

Focus: Deepening historical 
understanding through 
evidence, comparison and 
explanation 
I can use different sources (photos, 
artefacts, stories, maps) to find out 
about the past. 
I can describe how life has changed 
over time. 
I can compare two periods, people 
or events. 
I can communicate about cause and 
effect (why things happened and 
what changed). 
I can explain why an event or 
person was important. 
I can communicate about how the 
past influences life today 

 

 


