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Music 

We want our learners to become musicians by listening to a variety of music, performing and composing their own pieces. Opportunities to listen, perform and compose are threaded through the daily timetable and 

extra-curricular opportunities. More formal music lessons provide learners with the opportunity to develop a rich knowledge of a range of music, from classical to modern, contemporary, popular music, music that has 
changed through time and music from a range of different cultures. We engage our learners with high quality live and recorded performances to aid them in developing and communicating their musical preferences. 

They will be able to develop fine and gross motor skills and express their likes, dislikes and preferences. We recognised that music plays an integral role in helping children and young people feel part of a community 

and can empower students to express themselves in a way that other subjects cannot. Learners will learn to play and experience a range of tuned and un-tuned instruments and can perform on their own and as part of 

an ensemble in music lessons, celebrations and class groups, being able to display mastery of their increasing skills and knowledge. Learners will have the opportunity to use instruments and IT devices to compose their 

own music, recognising patterns within music, which they can share and perform to others. Where a learner demonstrates a particular ability for the playing of a tune musical instrument, we will support with the 

provision of specific teaching. 

Specialist teaching and provision is also provided by the Hull Music Service. 

Explore 

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 

Focus: Developing my 

awareness of sounds 

and music through 

listening, responding 

and exploring with my 

body and simple 

instruments 

 

Listening & Responding 

to Sound 

I can notice sounds 

around me. 

I can react differently 

when music changes 

(faster, slower, louder, 

quieter). 

 

Enjoying & Expressing 

Music 

I can react to music by 

smiling, moving, or 

making noises. 

I can show excitement 

when I hear music I 

like. 

 

Exploring Music & 

Movement 

I can explore 

instruments by 

touching, shaking, or 

banging them.  

Focus: Developing my 

awareness of sound and 

music through listening 

carefully, responding with my 

body and exploring different 

ways to make sounds 

 

Listening & Noticing Sound 

I can listen to sounds around 

me and notice them. 

I can notice when music is 

loud or quiet. 

 

Responding & Expressing 

Through Music 

I can move my body when I 

hear music (wiggle, bounce, 

sway). 

I can show how the music 

makes me feel with my face 

or body. 

 

Exploring Sounds & 

Instruments 

I can explore instruments by 

shaking, tapping or scraping 

them. 

I can try out different sound 

makers to see what they do. 

Focus: Developing my 

understanding of music 

through responding with 

my body, recognising 

changes and exploring a 

range of instruments and 

sounds 

 

Responding & Expressing 

Through Music 

I can move to music by 

clapping, swaying or 

stamping my feet. 

I can show how the music 

makes me feel. 

 

Listening & Recognising 

Change 

I can notice when the 

music changes and move 

in a different way. 

I can begin to recognise 

instruments like drums, 

bells, guitars and pianos. 

 

Exploring & Classifying 

Sound 

I can explore lots of 

different sound makers 

and instruments. 

I can sort instruments by 

how they sound or how 

they are played. 

Focus: Developing my 

understanding of music 

through listening, 

responding and exploring 

different sounds, styles 

and ways of moving 

 

Listening & Responding 

to Music 

I can listen to music and 

say how it makes me feel. 

I can move my body to 

music in different ways. 

 

Talking About & 

Understanding Music 

I can talk about what I 

notice in the music I hear. 

I can hear and identify 

different instrument 

sounds. 

 

Exploring Styles & 

Preferences 

I can listen to different 

types of music (like 

classical, rock, country 

and jazz) and say what I 

like. 

 

 

Focus: Developing my 

understanding of music 

through listening carefully, 

recognising key elements 

and responding with 

movement and sound 

 

Listening & Understanding 

Music 

I can listen to music and 

say how it makes me feel. 

I can hear when music is 

fast or slow. 

I can hear when music is 

loud or quiet. 

I can describe sounds using 

simple words (e.g., loud, 

soft, high, low). 

 

Rhythm, Beat & Movement 

I can find and keep a 

steady beat. 

I can move my body to 

match the beat or mood of 

the music. 

 

Exploring Sound & 

Instruments 

I can explore different 

sounds on instruments. 

 

Focus: Developing my 

understanding of music 

through listening carefully, 

comparing sounds and 

responding to musical 

features with increasing 

control 

 

Listening & Understanding 

Music 

I can listen carefully to 

different types of music and 

say what I notice. 
I can describe music using 

words like tempo (fast/slow), 

dynamics (loud/quiet) and 

mood. 

 

Comparing & Exploring 

Music 

I can talk about how music 

is the same or different (e.g., 

Pop vs Rock ’n’ Roll). 

I can name some 

instruments I hear in music. 

 

Responding & Performing 

I can keep a steady beat and 

change my movements when 

the music changes. 
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I can move my body to 

music (wiggle, bounce, 

clap). 

Sing 

Focus: Developing my 

early communication 

and musical awareness 

through using my voice, 

joining in and 

responding to familiar 

sounds and songs 

 

Using My Voice 

I can make sounds with 

my voice. 

I can copy simple vocal 

sounds (like “la”, “ba”, 

“ma”). 

 

Joining In with Music & 

Sounds 

I can join in with tiny 

parts of simple songs 

(e.g., last word or 

sound). 

 

Enjoying & Responding 

to Music 

I can show excitement 

when I hear a familiar 

song. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus: Developing my early 

communication and musical 

awareness through using my 

voice, joining in and 

responding to familiar songs 

and sounds 

 

Using My Voice & Sounds 

I can copy simple sounds 

made with a voice. 

I can use my voice to make 

different sounds (la la, ahh, 

animal noises). 

 

Joining In with Music 

I can join in with parts of 

songs that I know. 

I can babble or hum along 

when music plays. 

 

Recognising & Responding to 

Music 

I can recognise and react to 

favourite songs or rhymes. 

Focus: Developing my 

confidence in using my 

voice through exploring 

sounds, joining in and 

taking part in familiar 

songs and actions 

 

Using My Voice & 

Exploring Sounds 

I can explore my voice 

and make different 

sounds. 

 

Joining In & Participation 

I can join in when 

someone tells me to. 

I can join in with songs, 

chants and rhymes that I 

know. 

 

Songs, Actions & Timing 

I can join in the actions of 

familiar songs. 

I can join in with the 

words of a familiar song 

at the right time. 

 

Focus: Developing my 

confidence in using my 

voice through singing, 

listening carefully and 

responding to pitch and 

melody 

 

Singing & Expression 

I can sing songs I know 

fast and slow. 

I can choose my favourite 

songs and sing them. 

 

Listening & Responding 

to Pitch 

I can copy a sound or 

note sung by someone 

else. 

 

Understanding Melody 

I can hear and follow the 

melody going up or down 

in songs I know. 

 

 

 

Focus: Developing my 

confidence and control in 

using my voice through 

singing, listening and 

performing together 

 

Singing & Vocal Control 

I can sing short songs from 

memory. 

I can use my speaking, 

whispering and singing 

voice. 

 

Listening & Pitch 

I can copy simple pitch 

patterns (high/low). 

 

Performing & Participation 

I can start and stop singing 

when the teacher shows 

me. 

I can sing with others as 

part of a group. 

I can sing clearly and join 

in with actions. 

Focus: Developing my 

confidence and expression in 

singing through performing, 

remembering songs and 

using my voice in different 

ways 

 

Singing & Expression 

I can sing songs and chants 

with clear words and 

expression. 

I can use my voice in 

different ways to show 

expression (loud, quiet, 

smooth, bouncy). 

 

Memory & Independence 

I can remember and sing 

short sections of songs on 

my own. 

 

Group Singing & Timing 

I can sing together with my 

class, keeping in time. 
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Create 

Focus: Developing my 

creativity through 

exploring sounds, 

experimenting with 

instruments and using 

my voice to create 

simple patterns 

 

Exploring Sounds & 

Instruments 

I can explore making 

my own sounds with 

instruments. 

I can try out different 

ways to make noise 

(shake, tap, bang). 

 

Creating & 

Experimenting with 

Sound 

I can make short sound 

patterns (e.g., tap tap 

tap). 

I can experiment with 

loud and quiet sounds. 

 

Using My Voice 

Creatively 

I can explore new 

sounds using my voice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus: Developing my 

creativity through exploring 

sounds, making choices and 

experimenting with 

instruments and my voice 

 

Exploring Sounds & 

Instruments 

I can play instruments in my 

own way to make sounds. 

I can explore making sounds 

with my voice and 

instruments. 

 

Creating & Copying Sounds 

I can copy very simple 

rhythms (like tap tap). 

 

Choice, Tempo & 

Experimenting 

I can choose an instrument I 

want to use. 

I can experiment by making 

fast and slow sounds. 

Focus: Developing my 

creativity and control 

through exploring 

instruments, creating 

sounds and responding to 

instructions 

 

Exploring Sounds & 

Instruments 

I can play instruments in 

different ways (tap, 

shake, hit, scrape). 

I can make different 

sounds with instruments 

or sound makers. 

 

Creating & Experimenting 

I can explore making my 

own sounds during play. 

 

Listening & Control 

I can start and stop 

playing when I am told. 

 

Focus: Developing my 

creativity and confidence 

through creating, 

expressing and 

performing music using 

my voice and instruments 

 

Creating & Composing 

I can make up my own 

song based on a song I 

know. 

I can create my own 

simple song or tune. 

 

Playing & Exploring 

Sounds 

I can explore making 

different sounds with my 

voice and instruments. 

I can use instruments to 

show how I feel. 

 

Rhythm & Performance 

I can copy and play 

simple rhythm patterns. 

 

 

 

Focus: Developing my 

creativity and confidence 

through composing, 

expressing ideas and 

working with others to 

create and perform music 

 

Creating & Composing 

Music 

I can make my own simple 

rhythm pattern. 

I can make up short 

musical patterns using my 

voice or instruments. 

 

Expressing Ideas Through 

Sound 

I can choose instruments to 

match the sound I want. 

I can create sounds to show 

a feeling or idea. 

 

Collaboration & 

Performance 

I can work with others to 

create a simple piece of 

music. 

I can perform what I have 

created to the class. 

Focus: Developing my 

creativity and confidence 

through composing 

structured music, expressing 

ideas and working 

collaboratively 

 

Creating & Structuring 

Music 

I can make up my own 

musical patterns with a clear 

beginning, middle and end. 

I can use tempo (fast/slow) 

and dynamics (loud/quiet) 

when I compose. 

 

Expressing Mood & Choice 

I can create music that 

matches a mood (happy, 

calm, spooky, energetic). 

I can choose instruments to 

create the sounds I want. 

 

Collaboration & 

Performance 

I can work with a partner or 

group to create a short 

piece. 
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Perform 

Focus: Developing my 

confidence in 

performing through 

joining in, playing 

together and sharing 

music with others 

 

Joining In & 

Participation 

I can join in with simple 

action songs using 

movements. 

I can share sounds and 

actions with adults or 

other children. 

 

Playing Together 

I can play my 

instrument at the same 

time as others. 

 

Listening, Control & 

Performance 

I can stop playing when 

a grown-up helps me. 

I can take part in very 

short group 

performances with 

support 

 

Focus: Developing my 

confidence in performing 

through joining in, playing 

together and learning to 

follow simple musical rules 

 

Joining In & Participation 

I can join in with action 

songs using some 

movements. 

I can sing or make sounds 

along with my friends. 

 

Playing Together & Sharing 

I can play my instrument 

when others are playing. 

I can share instruments and 

take turns during music time. 

 

Listening, Control & 

Following Signals 

I can stop playing when a 

grown-up shows me. 

 

Focus: Developing my 

confidence in performing 

through following signals, 

joining in with music and 

playing together with 

others 

 

Listening & Responding 

to Signals 

I can play and stop when 

I see a simple sign or 

signal. 

 

Joining In & Participation 

I can join in with simple 

action songs. 

 

Playing Together & 

Performance 

I can play untuned 

percussion to go with 

familiar music. 

I can sing and play music 

with my friends in a 

group. 

Focus: Developing my 

confidence and expression 

through performing, 

playing instruments and 

working together in music 

 

Confidence & 

Performance 

I can perform to others 

with confidence. 

 

Playing & Musical Skills 

I can play simple tunes on 

percussion instruments. 

 

Listening, Responding & 

Expression 

I can join in a group 

performance and notice 

what others are doing. 

I can use a little 

expression (loud/quiet, 

fast/slow) when I perform 

 

Focus: Developing my 

confidence and control in 

performing through playing 

instruments, following 

signals and working 

together as a group 

 

Playing & Musical Control 

I can play an instrument to 

a steady beat. 

I can copy and repeat 

simple patterns on an 

instrument. 

I can use simple dynamics 

when performing 

(loud/quiet). 

 

Listening, Responding & 

Teamwork 

I can start and stop playing 

when the teacher shows 

me. 

I can listen to others when 

we perform together. 

I can take turns when 

performing with others. 

 

Performance & Confidence 

I can perform with my class 

as part of a group. 

I can show confidence when 

I perform a short piece. 

Focus: Developing my 

confidence, control and 

expression in performing 

through playing instruments, 

working with others and 

sharing music with an 

audience 

 

Playing & Musical Control 

I can play tuned or untuned 

instruments in time with the 

beat. 

I can perform using 

expression, changing tempo 

or dynamics when needed. 

 

Listening, Collaboration & 

Independence 

I can play or chant 

confidently on my own or in 

a small group. 

I can listen carefully to 

others when we perform 

together. 

 

Performance & Confidence 

I can perform a short piece 

to an audience, showing 

confidence and control. 

Key 

Vocabulary 

(Hull Music 

Service) 

  

start, stop, triangle, bell, 

tambourine, drum, piano, 

guitar, piano, blow, bang, 

strum, strike, clap, sway, 

stamp, loud, quiet, like, 

dislike, song, instrument 

start, stop, go, wait, 

finish, beat, lyrics, fast, 

song, pause, excitement, 

audience, rhythm, genre, 

classical, jazz, rock, 

trumpet, saxophone, 

violin 

repeat, soft, choir, chant, 

melody, pitch, high, low, 

tempo, long, short, forte, 

piano, happy, energetic, 

sad, scary, romantic, 

composer, piece, verse, 

chorus 

ensemble, duet, solo, trio, 

melody, dynamic, duration, 

expression, compose, 

composition, woodwind, 

brass, percussion, strings, 

keyboard 

 


